ACT #1 Luke 15:11-32 (NIV) The Parable of the Lost Son 11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give Father had been waiting, watching, hoping and praying. Father lived with the hope that his son would come to his senses and come home. Apparently, went out of his way (daily) to a place where he could see the distance.
And when he did see him in distance, the Father couldn't contain himself. He ran … Scandalous … the father running, draping arms around disheveled son. This kind of behavior would have been frowned upon.
Best Robe -proof of the Father's love. Mean't he belonged, part of the family. Ring -symbol of fathers authority. Could transact business in family name. Sandals -He was a son. not a servant, servants didn't wear sandals. Fattened calf, Feast -rejoicing, recurring theme along with other two stories. JOY. Father never stopped loving the son, even while the son was squandering, wasting.
"He was dead and is alive again … reborn. He was Lost and is found."
Picture of regeneration -when we repent, change mind about self (not good enough), change mind about Jesus (only one who is good enough). Get a New LIFE. Welcomed into family. Father invites all to celebrate return of lost son.
But the story doesn't end with a home-coming party. There is something else going on here, and someone else, easily might be easily overlooked, who is a prominent player in this family drama. While the Younger brother represents one kind of lostness … it becomes apparent that the older brother is just as lost … another kind of lostness that is just as deadly. Act #3 Jesus story turns it's attention on the older son. 25 The older son's part in the drama might be overlooked because He looks good, he behaves, he's dutiful, he does all the right things, he appears to have it all together. While his Outward actions are blameless, but inward attitudes are abominable. As Jesus speaks we discover the older brother is more lost than his younger sibling. Notice what is going on in the family … While older son appeared to have a relationship with Father; in reality he really didn't.
The father had not even told him his younger brother had returned. Dad must have known how his eldest felt about his younger brother. Resented him, angry, wanted dad to exercise tough love and turn the wasted one away … The son Didn't inquire of the Father … makes us think that they (the older son and the Father) must have been estranged; not speaking to each other.
The Lord uses the older brother to unmask the Pharisees claim truly knew the Father. Pharisees were the religious spirits who thought that because of their goodness, their probity, their decorum that the Father owed them something. Judgmental, condemn Like the older brother, Pharisees were so close to the Father, yet so far from him.
Notice Older Brother demonstrates characteristics of someone who is "Truly LOST".
The first step coming home, is repentance … changing mind. About self … I am LOST. I'm starving. I've made a mess. Wasted. About Jesus … Jesus is ready to forgive and welcome us back. Robe of righteous. About others … not judging, instead, loving sinners like Jesus does. Refusing to wear the scowl of the Pharisee. Refusing to be the older brother.
Conclusion:
No ending to the story. Jesus leaves us hanging. ON purpose … imagine him repenting, or nursing wounds and harboring grudges. Who am I in this story? Which brother will I to choose to be? The younger brother who "comes to his senses" and returns to the family, broken, confessing sin and repentant . Truly remorseful. OR The older brother who stands fast in his condemnation, judgment, unwillingness to forgive or show mercy … stubborn, hard-hearted, self-absorbed.
There is still time for those of us, those who are older brothers to repent. Change mind about ourselves, not better, not right, not superior. Just as broken.
Change mind about our Father … the one who loves us and extends mercy. Change mind about our younger brothers … give them a second chance, join in the celebration, welcomes home. Jesus is saying, for the sake of the family "comes to your senses" and return … to live life as one in the family. It is what Jesus prayed in John 17:21.
What I am praying for our church … Trust God. And trust one another … Unity. Brothers/Sisters that love, that trust, protect, hope and persevere.
